
SGS RENOVOTM

SELF FUNDING E-WASTE SOLUTIONS



A FRESH
                   APPROACH TO A TOXIC PROBLEM

THE COST EFFECTIVE WAY OF MAKING YOUR COUNTRY’S 
ENVIRONMENT GREENER
E-waste – and what to do with it – is a 
growing global problem. In fact, much 
of the 11.2 billion tons of solid waste 
collected worldwide is made up of 
e-waste, ranging from discarded electrical 
goods to vehicles and tyres. 

Developing countries often find 
themselves shouldering a large proportion 
of the environmental impact that this 
waste causes. This is often because 
many second hand goods arriving in your 
country are so obsolete that they have 
to be reclassified immediately as waste 
goods, leaving you with the problem of 
disposal. But whether new, second-hand 
or waste, all these products ultimately 
need to be disposed of. 

The issue of e-waste has now been 
classified as a global priority by the 
United Nations and, as a result, some 
countries have started to implement action 
plans. However, infrastructure problems, 
limited budgets, growing demands on the 
government purse and diverging priorities 
mean that tackling this toxic issue is often 
low on the agenda. The consequences can 
be severe if action is not taken, or poorly 
implemented – but getting it right takes 
time, money and specialist knowledge.

That’s why SGS has created Renovo™, a 
groundbreaking service. This self-funding, 
fully integrated, turnkey solution delivers 
the infrastructure and support you need to 
control and manage e-waste now and in 
the future. 



Once e-waste has reached your shores it 
becomes your problem. Burning, breaking 
up or consigning these goods to landfill 
is simply storing up, then releasing, a 
problem for current and future generations 
to deal with. In fact, over 1000 different 
substances present in e-waste can find 
their way into the eco-system, including 
lead, cadmium and mercury. This puts 
your nation and your citizens at risk from 
potentially huge environmental and health 
problems, both now and in the future. 

The revolutionary SGS Renovo™ will 
design, plan, build and operate a self-
funded, full-scale waste management 
system for your nation. It’s a service that 
covers the whole solution chain from 
production to recovery, recycling and 
eventually on to sustainable disposal. 

Local staff at all levels will be employed, 
trained and managed to deal with all types 
of e-waste from electrical and electronic 
equipment to used tyres, and entire 
vehicles that have reached their end of 
their useful lives. This creates not just 
extra employment, but a new, revenue 
generating industry and a solid basis for 
increasing eco-education and recycling 
awareness, which will contribute to 
further growth. 

You can’t afford to ignore the problem 
of e-waste. And as SGS Renovo™ is a 
totally self-funding e-waste management 
solution, you can afford to act now. 

SGS RENOVO™… DESIGNING AND DELIVERING  
RESULTS FOR YOUR NATION

BUILDING
   A TURNKEY E-WASTE PROGRAM



PREVENTION     
                                                               IS BETTER THAN A CURE
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A core element of the Renovo™ system 
is the creation of ready-to-go, waste 
management infrastructures in your 
nation. However, one of the keys to the 
success of our solution is what we do 
before the waste reaches you.

SGS is the world’s leading inspection, 
verification, testing and certification 
company with a network of over 
1,650 offices and laboratories worldwide 
employing more than 80,000 people. That 
means we have people on the ground able 
to perform two vital tasks, both of which 
are crucial to effective waste management.

The first is to verify that goods to be 
exported are complying with the Basel 
convention on e-waste and have all the 
necessary permits. If they do not we 
can inform the relevant authority in your 
country – who, in turn, can take a decision 
on whether to accept these goods.

The second task is to collect any Advanced 
Recycling Tax for end-of-life products 
covered by this programme. This tax, 
based on the ‘polluter pays’ principle, 
follows equipment to the end of its life. So, 
all tax revenues owed to you for accepting 
such goods are collected. Once transferred 
to the appropriate government ministry 
these funds will help you to finance the 
domestic waste management programme.

It’s a simple principle – we collect recycling 
tax more efficiently, so you can fund a 
modern waste management system.

 
PAYING THE PRICE OF POLLUTION

11.2billion
TONS OF  E-WASTE DISPOSED 
 WORLDWIDE EACH YEAR

A MASSIVE PROBLEM



SGS RENOVO
  IN ACTION
3 MODULES TO EFFECTIVE E-WASTE MANAGEMENT

SGS Renovo™ has been developed 
as a three-module solution to 
ensure that every aspect of e-waste 
management delivers clear benefits

Inspection at the country of origin
Physical inspections, carried out by 
SGS, ensure that:

●● Any shipment destined for 
your country is really what the 
exporter claims and items are 
not actually waste products. 

●● Any waste items comply with 
the rules and regulations of 
the Basel Convention (Revised 
Notification and movement 
documents for the control of 
trans-boundary movement of 
hazardous waste). 

Module 1 means that your 
country avoids becoming an 
easy dumping ground for  
hazardous waste products that 
will have a harmful impact on 
your environment  
and your people. 

Module 1

Financing your e-waste solution
As financing is so crucial to the 
implementation of an effective 
waste management program it is 
an essential element of the SGS 
Renovo™ solution.

By leveraging SGS’s own resources, 
experience and global infrastructure 
we can quickly and efficiently help 
your nation to collect the Advanced 
Recycling Tax (ART) due on 
imported end of life products before 
they are shipped. These duties are 

then passed on to your government. 
If no official Waste Management 
Program exists, there might be a 
need for legislation to be put in 
place to facilitate the collection of 
ART. We can fully support you in 
this legislative process.

Module 2 means you will have 
the revenue stream from ART in 
place to set up Module 3.

Module 2

Building your waste management solution
Helped by the revenues collected in 
Module 2 – and in partnership with 
an established, professional and 
local waste management company 
– we will build and run a modern 
and effective waste processing 
facility in your country. 

This end-to-end solution is intended 
to emphasize the recovery of 
useful items and reduce hazardous 
materials sent to landfill. The 
benefits are far-reaching:

●● Toxic materials affecting soil, 
groundwater and the food chain 
are drastically reduced. 

●● Heavy metal poisoning from 
contaminated food and water is 
avoided. 

●● Common diseases, spread 
by hospital waste such as 
discarded needles or by malarial 
mosquitoes breeding on waste 
tyres are prevented.

●● New jobs are created both 
directly in collection and 
recycling and indirectly 
through the trade in recovered 
materials.

●● Education and awareness 
of environmental and 
recycling issues are increased 
nationwide, stimulating further 
growth.

●● As your waste industry 
develops so will further 
opportunities from other 
sectors such as the resale of 
recovered materials in both 
the local and international 
manufacturing sector. 

Module 3 means that we will 
provide and support your own 
state of the art program to 
professionally and productively 
manage e-waste, nationwide. 

Module 3

TM



The world economy continues to grow 
– and as it does more and more e-waste 
is created. This material is exported to 
countries that do not have the funds or 
resources to deal either with the waste 
itself, or its effect on the nation’s  health 
and environment.

This is a serious issue that you can’t afford 
to bury. Every day the problem worsens. 
That’s why it makes sense to act right 
now and discover how SGS Renovo™ 
can help you develop an effective and 
economical solution to the dangers of 
e-waste.

For more information please contact 
renovo@sgs.com

SGS RENOVO
TM

                                                                                       NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT



WHEN YOU NEED TO BE SURE

WWW.SGS.COM
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